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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SL. UNGA, PORG 

SUBJECT: UNGA BILATERALS: FOREIGN MINISTER CONTEH OF 
SIERRA LEONE 

1 . DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY JOHNSON ACCOMPANIED 
BY DESK OFFICER HART, MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
ABDULAI CONTEH OF SIERRA LEONE IN NEW YORK ON 
SEPTEMBER 28. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO JOHNSON'S EXPRESSION OF CONTINUING 
INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS, CONTEH SAID HE RECOGNIZES 
U.S. SINCERITY ON SUBJECT BUT QUESTIONED WHETHER SAME 
STANDARDS COULD BE APPLIED TO SIERRA LEONE, JUST 
EMERGED FROM COLONIAL STATUS, AS TO U.S. WITH LONG 
TRADITION OF LIBERTY. 

3. JOHNSON SUMMARIZED U.S. POSITION ON PUERTO RICAN 
ISSUE IN UN, AND CONTEH REPLIED THAT GOSL AGREES THAT 
PUERTO RICANS THEMSELVES SHOULD HAVE LAST WORD ON THEIR 
STATUS, AND ALSO THAT PUERTO RICO IS NOT A CLASSIC 
COLONIAL SITUATION. HE MADE NO COMMITMENTS ON FUTURE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SL ACTIONS ON PUERTO RICO IN UN. 

4. CONTEH DECLARED THAT TO TALK OF CUBANS ACTING AS 
SURROGATES OF SOVIETS IS "MISREADING THE PICTURE," 

THAT CUBA IS NOT IN FACT SOVIET SURROGATE, "AT LEAST 
NOT CONSCIOUSLY." HE SAID AFRICANS DO NOT WANT TO BE 
DOMINATED BY OUTSIDERS AGAIN (IN REFERENCE TO COLONIAL 
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PAST), BUT SOMETIMES MUST TAKE HELP WHERE THEY CAN GET 
IT. 

5. JOHNSON ASKED CONTEH'S VIEW ON BEST MEDIUM FOR 
MULTILATERAL TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT. 

CONTEH AGREED THAT FULLY ADEQUATE INSTITUTIONS LACKING, 

AND REPLIED THAT SINCE OAU IS PREOCCUPIED WITH SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, REGIONAL BODIES SUCH AS ECOWAS SHOULD WORK BEST 
FOR TECHNICAL CONSULTATIONS. HE FEELS ECOWAS WILL 
EVENTUALLY FULFILL ITS BROADER PURPOSES. 

6. CONTEH EXPECTS TO BE IN WASHINGTON OCTOBER 5 AND 6, 

AND EXPRESSED HOPE OF CALLING ON DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 
THEN. YOUNG 
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